
The Jewish Community Day School, Watertown, Massachusetts

A R C H I T E C T S

The Jewish Community Day 

School is a Kindergarten to 

Grade 8 day school not affiliated 

with any single denomination, 

but striving to attract participation  

from  across the spectrum 

of Jewish life. The new home 

features classrooms, synagogue, 

lunch room, library, art and 

science lab, with the supporting 

administrative offices. As the 

school uses corridor walls as 

places to display and teach, the 

design  allows for gathering 

spaces outside of the classrooms 

for group projects, individual 

teacher student meetings, or 

parent conferences. The main 

entry is home to the school’s 

“Town Square,” a space that 

connects the library to the 

synagogue, culminating with 

a tiered amphitheatre.   

The desire is to focus the visitor 

to the life and excitement for 

learning that the school instills 

in its students. Construction was 

completed in July 2003 at a cost 

under fifty dollars per square foot.

Client
Jewish Community Day School

Contractor
Cranshaw Construction

Engineer
Vav International

Owner’s Representative
Kaufman + Arnold

Size
43,000 S.F.

Top
School synagogue, located in the 
central area of the building

Above Left
View to “Town Square” with gathering space 
outside library and synagogue

Above Right
View into library
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Floor plan


